Massasoit Community College

College Experience
Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	
	Office Hours:
	

	Office Phone:
	
	Office Location:
	

	E-mail:
	
	
	


CLASS CANCELLATIONS: Please check television screens in hallway for class cancellations.

Catolog Description for College Experience:

ACAD103



College Experience



Credits: 3

This course is concerned with helping first semester students adapt to college life at Massasoit. It aids students in exploring their personal values and reasons for seeking a college education. The students become familiar with the college's resources, policies, and procedures. Further, they develop skills in stress management, reduction of test anxiety, effective note-taking and test-taking techniques, career planning, decision-making, educational goal setting, mediation and leadership. This course is required of all students who test into two or more developmental courses (Fundamentals of Mathematics (MATH010), Preparing for College Reading I (ENGL091), Preparing for College Reading II (ENGL092), or Introductory Writing (ENGL099)). Any full-time student (day or evening) taking 12 or more credits in a semester who tests into two or more developmental courses must take this course in the first semester. Any part-time student (day or evening) who tests into two or more developmental courses must take this course before proceeding beyond nine credits.
Required Text(s):

Baldwin, Amy. The Community College Experience PLUS. New Jersey: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2010.

Course Goals: It is the objective of College Experience to give students training and experiences that will allow them to be successful in their first year and beyond. Topics to be covered include dealing with change, increasing self-esteem and motivation, goal setting skills, learning styles, multiple intelligences, memory development, listening skills, note-taking skills, study skills, test-taking, communication and speaking skills, critical thinking skills, and career issues. The purpose of this course is to provide you the opportunity to learn and adopt methods that promote your success in college and life. 
Course Outcomes:  At successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
· Develop an improved sense of self through identifying his/her personality type, learning style(s), self-assessment strategies, and multiple intelligences

· Utilize a career-decision making process in order to develop a career plan

· Demonstrate the ability to access electronic resources such as the College Web site and learning management system

· Develop an understanding of the online advising process through evaluation of program requirement sheets, transcripts, and schedules 

· Develop a working knowledge of college terminology

· Utilize college resources in order to obtain appropriate support services

· Strengthen Core Competencies* in order to increase academic and workplace success.

· *Core Competencies: Critical Thinking (CT); Technology Skills (TS); Oral Communication (OC);Quantitative Skills (QS); Reading (R); Writing (W)

Instructional Methods: Reading assignments, writing assignments, lectures, group discussions, group activities, videotapes, guest speakers, discussion, and computer assignments.
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes and laboratory

sessions on time. Students listed as “Not Participating” on the class lists generated after the fourth
week of the semester will be notified by the Registrar they have the option

of discussing with their professor whether or not they will be allowed to

return to class. 

Late Work:  Work is due when assigned.  Late assignments, as a general rule, are not acceptable.  They will be discounted one half letter grade for each late day.  In no case may work be submitted for evaluation more than one week after the due date.  All out-of-class assignments must be word processed, double-spaced and on 8.5 x 11” paper.  Late homework is not acceptable.

Evaluation:

Computer and Keyboarding Competency

10%

Assignments and Quizzes



40%

Campus Activities (5)




20%

Final Project and Presentation


30%

Grading:

	A
=
93-100

A-
=
90-92

B+
=
87-89

B
=
83-87

B-
 =
80-82
	C+
 =
77-79

C
=
73-76

C-
=
70-72

D
=
66-69

F
=
65 and below  


Note: More specific grading criteria will be given with each assignment.  Students have six months from the final day of class to question their final grades.  Students who receive an Incomplete must complete the required work by the end of the next semester or the Incomplete automatically becomes an F.  

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is presenting the work of others as if it is your own.  It is a form of cheating and theft and will result in failure.
Academic Resource Center:  Tutoring for this course and others is available without cost in the ARC.  There is also space in the ARC for individual or group study. 

Students with Disabilities:  Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in the classroom are encouraged to contact a disability counselor as soon as possible. Students at the Brockton Campus with learning disabilities should contact Andrea Henry, at extension 1805. Students with physical disabilities at the Brockton Campus should contact Mary Berg, at extension 1425. All students at the Canton Campus should contact Mary Berg at extension 2132.

Note:  This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. 

Tentative Schedule of Course Topics and Assignments 
	
	Week of:
	Topics & Assignments
(This plan subject to change at Instructor discretion)

	Week 1
	January 23
Classes begin Monday

	Topics: About the College

· Learn about College resources 

· Student Life -IDs-cafeteria- 

· Introductions and Syllabus 

· Course expectations  

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 1 “Understanding  College Culture and Your Campus”

· Computer Logon

· Working in groups or individually, choose a campus building to research.  Learn as much as possible about the building and prepare a presentation for the class

	Week 2
	January 30
	Topics: Campus Activities

· Campus Culture 

· Vocabulary 

· Campus Tour and presentation- small group 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 2 “Understanding Yourself  and How you Learn”

· Campus Activities 

· Write an essay stating your values and short and long term goals. 

	Week 3
	February 6
	Topics:   Time Management

· Vocabulary 

Assignments: 

· Read Chapter 4 “Managing Your Time”

· Time Log

· Develop and submit Personal Mission statement 

· Go to: http://www.franklincovey.com/missionbuilder/

· Complete and submit chapter Exercises and Vocabulary assignment(s) 

	Week 4
	February 13
	Topics: Technology

· Access technology

· Vocabulary 

Assignments:  Send a professional email to instructor

	Week 5
	February 20

	Topics:  Library Project

· Diversity and Relationships 

· Vocabulary 

· LIBRARY 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 3 “Understanding Others in College and Diversity”
· Essay 

· Library module-all assignments 

	President’s Day February 20, 2012 no classes

	Week 6
	February 27
	Topics: Note Taking

· Vocabulary 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 8 “Listening and Taking Notes Effectively”

· Note Taking Assignment

	Week 7
	March 5
March 12-18

Spring Break no classes
	Topics: Reading Expectations

· Test Taking
· Vocabulary 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 7 “Reading”  and Chapter 10 “Studying and Taking Tests”

· Keyboarding Competency

	Week 8
	March 19
	Topics: Library

· Library Project 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 11 “Planning for Next Semester” 

· Complete and submit the Library assignment

	Week 9
	March 26
	Topics: Critical Thinking

· Thinking Creatively 

· Vocabulary 

Assignments: 

· Read Chapter 9 “Writing and Presenting College Assignments”



	Week 10
	April 2
	Topics: Communication Skills

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 9 “Writing and Speaking Effectively”



	April 7- Last Day to Withdraw from a Class


	Week 11
	April 9
	Topics: Advising 

· Advising

Assignments:

· Meet with Advisor

· Course planning for next semester 

· Long-range course planning 

	Tuesday, April 10, 2012 Registration for Fall CANTON CAMPUS

	Tuesday, April 17,  2012 - REGISTRATION DAY for Fall 2012-BROCKTON CAMPUS

	Week 12
	April 16
	Topics:

· Staying Healthy 

· Vocabulary 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 5 “Handling Stress and Making Healthy Choices”

· Mediation at MCC 

· Review pre-registration process; access Banner 


	Patriot’s Day April 16, 2012 (no classes)

	Week 13
	April 23
	Topics:  First Draft

· Taking the Next Steps 

· Vocabulary 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 6 “Learning, Memory, and Thinking”

· Presentation peer-grading rubric 

· developed 

· Draft of Final project assignment 

· Keyboarding competency 

· Oral classroom presentation rubric development 

	Week 14
	April 30
	Topics: A Look to the Future

· Vocabulary 

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 12 “Preparing for a Career and a Life”

· Projects due 

· Presentations

· LASSI 2nd administration in lab 

	Week 15
	May 7
May 9
	Review

Last Day of Class 

	
	May 10-16
	Final examinations


	Jan 2
	Mon
	New Year’s Day observed

	Jan 3-17
	Tue-Tue
	January Intersession

	Jan 16
	Mon
	MLK, Jr. Day (no classes)

	Jan 23
	Mon
	Spring classes begin

	Jan 24
	Tue
	Last day of unrestricted add/drop

	FEBRUARY

	Feb 3 
	Fri
	Last day of restricted add/drop

	Feb 20
	Mon
	Presidents Day (no classes)

	MARCH

	Mar 12-18
	Mon-Sun
	Spring Break (no classes)

	APRIL

	Apr 7  
	Sat
	Last day to withdraw from a portion of a schedule

	Apr 10
	Tue
	Registration for Fall 2012 – Canton (no day classes Canton only)

	Apr 16
	Mon
	Patriots Day (no classes)

	Apr 17
	Tue
	Registration for Fall 2012 – Brockton/Middleborough (no day classes Brockton and Middleborough only)

	MAY

	May 9
	Wed
	Last day of classes

	May 10-16
	Thu-Wed
	Final Exams (day, evening, weekend, online) See Spring Finals Schedule

	May 21
	Mon
	Professional Development Day and Convocation

	May 28
	Mon
	Memorial Day

	JUNE

	Jun 1
	Fri
	Commencement
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