MASSASOIT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENGLISH COMPOSITION II

SPRING 2012
Professor: _____________________________  Phone: 508-588-9100, Ext.:____________

Office:  ________________________________  E-mail address:_______________________

Office Hours:  see office door

	PLEASE  NOTE THAT ALL CLASS CANCELLATIONS 

WIIL BE POSTED ON THE HALLWAY TV MONITORS.


COURSE DESCRIPTION:

	ENGL102
	English Composition II
	3 credits


English Composition II is a course designed to strengthen students' skills as writers and to focus on analysis and argument.  Assignments include critical examination of literature and an essay using research and documentation utilizing the MLA style sheet.  Emphasis is on writing as part of the processes of thinking and learning. Prerequisite: English Composition I

TEXTS:

· McMahan, Elizabeth et al.  Literature and the Writing Process, 9th Edition. Saddle River, NJ: Prentice, 2010. 
· Hacker, Diana. Rules for Writers,  6th Edition. (2009 MLA Update)  Boston: Bedford Books, 2009.
If you have already purchased the following textbook, you may use it for English Composition II:
· Wysocki, Anne Francis and Dennis A. Lynch. The DK Handbook. Boston: Pearson, 2009.
Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the course students will be able to

1. Read intellectually challenging texts with increased comprehension and enriched aesthetic response.

2. Incorporate the vocabulary of literary analysis into class discussion and writing in order to facilitate thinking about texts from various literary genres.

3. Express in discussion and in writing an awareness of diverse voices found in literature.

4. Build a context for understanding literature by linking class readings to other academic disciplines and to universal human experiences.

5. Write essays that go beyond summary to the analysis and interpretation of texts.

6. Apply the grammatical and rhetorical skills of Composition I to a variety of complex writing tasks in preparation for writing across the curriculum.

7. Conduct research and assess information from a variety of sources in order to understand the research topic.

8. Compose essays that incorporate research and documentation in preparation for the assignments of other college courses.

9. Strengthen Core Competencies* in order to increase success in this and other courses and in the workplace.

*Critical thinking, technology skills, oral communication, quantitative skills, reading, and writing.

ATTENDANCE: Attendance is required.  The grades of students who have five absences (five 50-minute periods, three 75- minute periods, or one evening or Saturday class) will be reduced one-half letter grade per absence. Three late arrivals or early departures constitute an absence.  Students who miss all or any part of the class are to arrange with a classmate to review the material covered during their absence.  They are also responsible for making up any assignments missed. Quizzes cannot be made up, unless arrangements are made prior to the scheduled quiz. Please try to avoid missing any class time. Students listed as “Not Participating” on the class lists generated after the fourth week of the semester will be notified by the Registrar that they have the option of discussing with their professor whether or not they will be allowed to return to class. 

NOTE: When you are here, be alert, attentive, prepared, and eager to participate and learn. Arrive on time. Please direct your behavior to support the learning of others and yourself. 

ESSAYS AND ASSIGNMENTS: Please submit themes and assignments written outside of class on the date indicated on the syllabus.  As a general rule, late assignments are not acceptable.  However, when I do accept them (with a valid reason), they will be discounted one letter grade for each late day.  In no case may work be submitted for evaluation more than two weeks after the due date.

GRADING:
Please refer to the College Bulletin for an explanation of the Massasoit Community College grading system.  Your grade will be calculated as follows:




50%


Essays




25%


Research Paper




25%


Response paragraphs, Homework, Participation

According to Massasoit’s grading: A  93-100, A- 90-92, B+ 88-89, B 83-87, B- 80-82, C+ 78-79, C 73-77, C- 70-72, D+ 68-69, D 63-67, D- 60-62, F 59 and below.  Note: Students have six months from the final day of class to question their final grades.  Students who receive an Incomplete must complete the required work by the end of the next semester or the Incomplete automatically becomes an F. 

STANDARDS FOR WRITING: Essays written outside of class should be double-spaced, typed, with one-inch margins on all sides.  The use of word processing will facilitate the process of revision.  For in-class assignments, please write legibly with blue or black ink in a blue book or on white theme paper.  Write on one side of the paper only.

NOTE:
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO HOLD ALL PAPERS, QUIZZES, ETC., UNTIL YOU RECEIVE A FINAL GRADE.

PLAGIARISM: Plagiarism means using another person’s words or ideas without giving that person credit. It is a form of cheating and theft, but it can easily be avoided by using the documentation we will practice this semester. Plagiarism means an F for the paper and may mean an F for the course.

CLASS METHODOLOGY: Reading, writing, revision, lecture, discussion, small group work, exercises, quizzes, peer-assessment, self-assessment, and conference.

ACCOMMODATIONS STATEMENT: Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in the classroom are encouraged to contact a disability counselor as soon as possible. Students at the Brockton Campus with learning disabilities should contact Andrea Henry, at extension 1805. Students with physical disabilities at the Brockton Campus should contact Mary Berg, at extension 1425. All students at the Canton Campus should contact Mary Berg at extension 2132.

TENTATIVE SYLLABUS OF ASSIGNMENTS

(NOTE: Reading and writing assignments may be added to and changed.)

	
	Week of:
	Course Topics & Assignments

	Week 1
	Monday 

January 23, 2012
Classes Begin
	Topic -
	Introduction to course

	
	
	Reading –

Writing -
	McMahan: 3-17 (Includes “Eveline,” 4-7)

How Do I Read Short Fiction- 109-114

Essay #1: Writing sample (ungraded)

	Week 2
	January 30,2012
	Topics -
	Writing About Literature; Character Analysis

	
	
	Reading -
	McMahan: 18-31- “Story of an Hour,” 246-247; “I Stand Here Ironing,”315-320; “The Red Convertible,” 394-400

	Week 3
	February 6, 2012
	Topic -
	Character Analysis 

	
	
	Reading -
	McMahan:  Writing a Convincing Argument-32-47 Includes “Love in L.A.,” 45-47

“What We Talk About When We Talk About Love,” 348-356; “Geraldo No Last Name,” 392-393

	
	
	Writing -
	Essay #2: Analysis of a character

	Week 4
	February 13, 2012
	Topics – 

Reading -
	The Structure of a Story 

McMahan: 115-133  (Includes “The Things They Carried” 117-129); “A Rose for Emily,” 287-293; “Desiree’s Baby,” 241-245-

	Presidents’ Day- Monday, February 20, 2011- No Classes

	Week 5
	February 20, 2012
	Topics - 
	Point of View 

	
	
	Reading -
	McMahan: 158-170- Includes “Everyday Use,” 161-167); “The Lesson,” 357-362;

	
	
	Writing -
	Essay #3: A comparison and/or contrast of two characters

	Week 6
	February 27, 2012
	Topics
	Imagery and Symbolism; Setting and Atmosphere 

	
	
	Reading - 
	McMahan: 134-157 (Includes “The Lottery,” 137-142); “Hills Like White Elephants,” 294-297

	Week 7
	March 5, 2012
	Topics -
	The Research Essay: Identifying Sources and Gathering Information; 

	
	
	Reading -
	McMahan, 71-106;  “The Birthmark,” 225-235; “The Cask of Amontillado,” 236-241

	
	
	Writing -
	Essay #4: Analysis of symbolism, setting, or point of view in a short story 

	Spring Break - March 12-18, 2012

	Week 8
	March 19, 2012
	Topics – 

Reading -
	Conducting Research; Theme 

McMahan: Theme-188-207 (Includes “Good Country People,” 189-202); “Where Are you Going, Where Have You Been?” 208-224 (Includes the casebook articles about the story)

Rules: 346-371 or DK Handbook: 307-325

	Week 9
	March 26, 2012
	Topic - 
	Persona and Tone; Evaluating Sources; Plagiarism

	
	
	Reading -

Writing -
	McMahan: 465-482; other poems that will be assigned

Rules: 371-410 or DK Handbook: 325-350

Essay #5: Thematic analysis of a short story

	Week 10
	April 2, 2012
	Topic -
	Poetic Language; Integrating Sources

	
	
	Reading - 
	McMahan: 483-493

Rules: 411-426 or DK Handbook: 17-45

	Saturday, April 7, 2012 Last day to withdraw from a class

Tuesday,  April 10, 2012 -  REGISTRATION-Canton

Tuesday,  April 17, 2012 - REGISTRATION-Brockton/Middleboro

	Week 11
	April 9, 2012
	Topics -
	Poetic Form

	
	
	Reading –

Writing -
	McMahan: 501-520; other poems that will be assigned

Essay # 6: Explication of a poem or poems

	Week 12
	April 16, 2012
	Topics -
	Drama; Supporting a Thesis; Documenting Sources

	
	
	Reading - 


	McMahan: Reading Drama: 715-719; Writing About Drama: 720-768 (Includes Antigone, 722-757)

 Rules: 426-475 or DK Handbook: 351-420

	Week 13
	April 23. 2012
	Reading -

Writing -
	McMahan, Trifles, 1028-1037
Essay #7: Researched and Documented Essay



	Week 14
	April 30,, 2012
	Topic -
	Dramatic Character 

	
	
	Reading -
	McMahan: Fences, 769-821 (Includes the casebook articles about the play)

	Week 15
	May 7, 2012
	
	Review


Last Day of Classes –May 9, 2012
FINAL EXAMINATIONS- May 10-16, 2012
	Important Dates for Spring 2012
JANUARY
Jan 23

Mon

Spring classes begin

Jan 24

Tue

Last day of unrestricted add/drop

FEBRUARY
Feb 3 

Fri

Last day of restricted add/drop

Feb 20

Mon

Presidents Day (no classes)

MARCH
Mar 12-18

Mon-Sun

Spring Break (no classes)

APRIL
Apr 7  

Sat

Last day to withdraw from a portion of a schedule

Apr 10

Tue

Registration for Fall 2012 – Canton (no day classes Canton only)

Apr 16

Mon

Patriots Day (no classes)

Apr 17

Tue

Registration for Fall 2012 – Brockton/Middleborough (no day classes Brockton and Middleborough only)

MAY
May 9

Wed

Last day of classes

May 10-16

Thu-Wed

Final Exams (day, evening, weekend, online) See Spring Finals Schedule
May 21

Mon

Professional Development Day and Convocation
May 28

Mon

Memorial Day
JUNE
Jun 1

Fri

Commencement
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