MASSASOIT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Introductory Writing
Spring 2012
	Professor:                                                                    
	
	Telephone: 
	

	Office:
	
	Office Hours:
	

	E-Mail:
	
	
	


CLASS CANCELLATIONS:  Please check television screens in hallway for class cancellations.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
ENGL 099________

          Introductory Writing     

               3 credits

This course is designed to strengthen basic student writing.  It includes the study of usage, mechanics, and sentence development.  It involves intensive practice in writing clear, unified paragraphs and includes practice in writing essays which indicate readiness to succeed in English Composition I. 

Note: Credits earned in this course cannot be applied toward graduation. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· Gather information from personal experience and reading in order to generate ideas and supporting evidence for paragraphs and essays that will prepare for successful writing in English Composition I. 

· Assess information and ideas to discover connections and develop a controlling idea for a paragraph and/or essay.
· Write paragraphs controlled by a topic sentence and logically and fully supported.
· Write essays with a clear sense of beginning, middle, and end, supporting a focused thesis sentence.
· Revise drafts of paragraphs and essays to improve organization, development, and clarity.
· Address specific weaknesses in Standard American English usage and edit paragraphs and essays to control error so that the reader is not distracted from content.
· Compose paragraphs and essays outside of class that are written through a process of gathering information, reflecting, crafting, and drafting.
· Compose an organized, focused, and supported and satisfactorily correct essay in class demonstrating the ability to write independently and to write within the time constraints of the classroom.

· Understand issues and requirements of college writing in preparation for success in English Composition I.

· Be aware of and strengthen Core competencies for success in this and other courses.

· Core Competencies:  Critical Thinking, Technology Skills, Oral Communication, Quantitative Skills, Reading, Writing 

GENERAL GOALS:

· To write freely.

· To write for a reader.

· To use reading as a part of the writing process.

· To gain confidence as a writer.

· To understand that writing takes work.

COURSE MATERIALS:
· The Dolphin Writer, Book 2, Composing Paragraphs and Crafting Essays. Houghton Mifflin. Boston, 2008  

CLASS METHODOLOGY: Reading, writing, revision, lecture, discussion, small group work, exercises, quizzes, peer-assessment, self-assessment, and conference.

RESOURCES:

· Writing Center (ARC)

· Massasoit Library (Student Center)

· Computer Lab (Lower Student Center)*

*NOTE:  Massasoit requires a basic competency in keyboarding on a computer.  If you do not already have basic word processing skills, now is the time to develop keyboarding and word-processing skills, which are helpful and encouraging for most writers.  If you have not already done so, consider signing up for the one-credit course, Keyboarding Workshop.  
STANDARDS FOR WRITING:  Essays written outside of class should be double-spaced, typed, with one-inch margins on all sides.  The use of word processing will facilitate the process of revision.  For assignments when you do not have access to word processing, please write legibly with blue or black ink on white theme paper.  Write on one side of the paper only.

NOTE:
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO HOLD ALL PAPERS, QUIZZES, ETC., UNTIL YOU RECEIVE A FINAL GRADE.

ATTENDANCE:   You are responsible for what happens in this class, whether you are here or not. Please try to avoid missing any class time.  When you are here, be alert, attentive, prepared, and eager to participate and learn. Arrive on time. Please direct your behavior to support the learning of others and yourself.

Students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes and laboratory

sessions on time. Students listed as “Not Participating” on the class lists generated after the fourth
week of the semester will be notified by the Registrar they have the option

of discussing with their professor whether or not they will be allowed to

return to class. 
DUE DATES:  All work is due as assigned.  Late work will not receive the same consideration as work done on time, and may receive a reduced grade.

PLAGIARISM:  Plagiarism is presenting the work of others as if it is your own.  It is a form of cheating and theft, and will result in failure for the course.

CLASS:  Bring your text, paper, and pen to class every day.  The class will be taught through reading, writing, revision, lecture, discussion, group work, conferences, in-class writing exercises, and self-assessment.


GRADING:  Your final grade will be based on a holistic assessment of your progress and performance in writing.  Passing the course is dependent on achieving the exit criteria for an in-class essay.  A rough breakdown of grading is as follows:



Paragraphs and essays




75%



Completion of homework and exercises:

10%



Class participation and quizzes:


15%

Keep all work as evidence of progress and as a means of self-assessment.

Grading:
	A    =
93-100

A-   =
90-92

B+  =
87-89

B     =
83-87

B-   =
80-82
	C+  =
77-79

C    =
73-76

C-   =
70-72

D    =
66-69

F     =
65 and below  


ACCOMMODATIONS STATEMENT:

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in the classroom are encouraged to contact a disability counselor as soon as possible. Students at the Brockton Campus with learning disabilities should contact Andrea Henry, at extension 1805. Students with physical disabilities at the Brockton Campus should contact Mary Berg, at extension 1425. All students at the Canton Campus should contact Mary Berg at extension 2132.
TENTATIVE WEEKLY SCHEDULE

NOTE:  Expect updated schedules through the course of the semester.  Additional readings and work on grammar, spelling, and usage from the Handbook will be assigned as appropriate.  

	
	Week of:
	Course Topics and Assignments

	WEEK 1
	January 23
Classes begin Monday
	Introduction, Writing Sample

Methods of Prewriting

Chapter 2 Prewriting

	WEEK 2
	January 30
	Evaluating writing.

Reading and Writing Connection

Descriptive Writing, Audience

Group Descriptive paragraph
Grammar Presentation Sign Up

Chapters 3& 4

“What Makes A true Sports Hero,” 159-163; “Pain Gains,” 161-164; “A Tale of Two Nations,” 165-167;“Student Problems Begin at Home: Public Schools Struggle to Fulfill Rearing Roles Abandoned by Parents,” 184-187

	WEEK 3
	February 6
	Ideas, Facts, and Paragraphs

Description Chapter 10

Sentence fragments*

Sentence run-ons*

Peer Review

Chapter 5 Revising
First Assignment Due: Descriptive paragraph

	WEEK 4
	February 13
	Observation and Details

Narration Chapter 9
Sentence Variety*

Wordy Sentences*



	WEEK 5
	February 20

	Paragraph to Essay

Commas, unnecessary commas, and comma splices*

Introductions

Second Assignment Due: Narration Paragraph

	President’s Day February 20, 2012 (no classes)

	WEEK 6
	February 27
	Revision 

Peer Review

The Apostrophe*

Commonly misspelled/misused words*

Mapping, Outlining,
Choose one of the first assignments and develop into an essay.
Third Assignment: Narration or Descriptive Essay   

	WEEK 7
	March 5
March 12-18

Spring Break (no classes)
	Classification Chapter 13
Mapping, Outlining, Prewriting for first in-class assignment “How Do I love Thee?” 264-268;“Taking it Off the Streets,” 251-253 

Fourth Assignment: In-class essay (1st qualifying essay) 

	WEEK 8
	March 19

	Definition Chapter 17
Word Wheel

Subject-Verb Agreement*

Definition Examples

“What Is Terrorism,” 328-332 

Fifth Assignment: Definition Paragraph 

	WEEK 9
	March 26
	Comparison/Contrast  Chapter 15
“Mr. Fix-It and the Home-Improvement Committee,” 296-301

Prewriting for second in-class assignment 

	WEEK 10
	April 2
	Sixth Assignment: In-class essay ( 2nd qualifying essay)
Library Assignment

	April 7, 2012 Last day to withdraw from a class

	WEEK 11
	April 9
	Library Assignment

	Tuesday, April 10, 2012 -  REGISTRATION-Canton Campus

	Tuesday, April 17, 2012 REGISTRATION Brockton Campus (no day classes)

	WEEK 12
	April 16
	Presentations Due

	Patriot’s Day April 16 ( no classes)

	WEEL 13
	April 23
	Presentations Due

	WEEK 14
	April 30
	Reviewing the Semester

	WEEL 15
	May 7
	Review: Preparing for English Composition I

	
	May 9
	Last Day of Classes

	
	May 10-16
	Final Examinations


	Jan 2
	Mon
	New Year’s Day observed

	Jan 3-17
	Tue-Tue
	January Intersession

	Jan 16
	Mon
	MLK, Jr. Day (no classes)

	Jan 23
	Mon
	Spring classes begin

	Jan 24
	Tue
	Last day of unrestricted add/drop

	FEBRUARY

	Feb 3 
	Fri
	Last day of restricted add/drop

	Feb 20
	Mon
	Presidents Day (no classes)

	MARCH

	Mar 12-18
	Mon-Sun
	Spring Break (no classes)

	APRIL

	Apr 7  
	Sat
	Last day to withdraw from a portion of a schedule

	Apr 10
	Tue
	Registration for Fall 2012 – Canton (no day classes Canton only)

	Apr 16
	Mon
	Patriots Day (no classes)

	Apr 17
	Tue
	Registration for Fall 2012 – Brockton/Middleborough (no day classes Brockton and Middleborough only)

	MAY

	May 9
	Wed
	Last day of classes

	May 10-16
	Thu-Wed
	Final Exams (day, evening, weekend, online) See Spring Finals Schedule

	May 21
	Mon
	Professional Development Day and Convocation

	May 28
	Mon
	Memorial Day

	JUNE

	Jun 1
	Fri
	Commencement
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